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       Friends of the Parks is an organiza-

tion associated with the Johnny Apple-

seed Metropolitan Park District. Dona-

tions from Friends of the Parks enable the 

Park District to ensure the continuance of 

environmental education programming, 

purchase facilities for the parks, and help 

protect the natural resources of Allen 

County.   Your membership entitles you to 

a discount on shelter house reservations. 

     If you would like to renew your mem-

bership for 2017 or join Friends of the 

Parks, please use the envelope provided 

in the Cider Press.    

Support Your Park District . .                  

Join Friends of the Parks! 

2017 FRIENDS OF THE PARKS MEMBERSHIPS ACCEPTED! 

      Through the generosity of Rich-

ard B. (Dick) Evans, Allen County 

archers now have a new outlet to 

perfect their sport. The Evans Ar-

chery Range, located on the west 

edge of Kendrick Woods Metro 

Park on St. Rt. 66, is complete and 

ready for sportsmen and sports-

women of all ages to enjoy. 

     Dick Evans is an avid out-

doorsman, having travelled around the 

world in pursuit of adventure and big 

game. When he learned that the Park Dis-

trict was considering an archery range, he 

supported the project immediately. He 

wants to ògive back to natureó and let 

people know that he òwalked this wayó, 

meaning that he supports outdoor sports 

and encourages people to wisely use the 

natural resources that nature provides. 

     The range was built in-house by Park 

employees Brent Brinkman and Tim 

Wurst. It actually consists of three sepa-

rate areas: 1) An elevated platform with 

targets at 10, 20, 30, and 40 yards; 2) a 

beginner course at ground level with tar-

gets at 5, 10, 15 and 20 yards; 3) a pro-

fessional course with targets at 25, 35, 

45, 50 and 60 yards. The Evans Archery 

range is open daily during daylight hours 

for everyone that wants to practice. Users 

are asked to sign in at the range platform 

prior to shooting. Field points will be al-

lowed, but no broad heads will be permit-

ted at the range under any circumstances. 

     The range will be perfect for the partici-

pants of archery day camps and programs 

sponsored annually by the Park District as 

well. 

     Please join the Commissioners and 

Staff of the Johnny Appleseed Metropoli-

tan Park District in offering a collective 

òThank Youó to Dick Evans for his gener-

osity and òpaying it forwardó. 

EVANS ARCHERY RANGE NOW OPEN  
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25 Year Award - Bill Horner, 

Carol Bertrand, Brad Sherrick 

15 Year Award - 

Judy Jacomet &                  

Carol Wright 

35 Year Award - Rita 

Essick & Chris Fetzer 

(Volunteer Coordinator) 

20 Year Award 

- Bill Faccenda 

10 Year Award  - 

Mary Wilkins 

     Our park lands are being invaded! No, 

not by Martians from outer space, but by 

plant life from around the world. The 

invasion must be confronted if we are to 

maintain our native flora and fauna in 

our parks. You may have already noticed 

the Land Stewardship Departmentõs 

work as it often comes in the form of a 

drastically changed landscape. 

     So what exactly are we fighting? 

There are invasive trees, shrubs, vines, 

broad-leaf weeds and grasses. All of 

these are capable of quickly taking over 

a native habitat because there are no 

natural biological controls to stop them. 

     Fighting the invasive species has in-

volved cutting larger trees with chain 

saws, mowing meadows and second-

growth areas with brush hogs, and spray-

ing herbicides.  

     Trees and shrubs that are being tar-

geted include Callery Pear, Siberian Elm, 

Common Buckthorn, Bush Honeysuckle, 

Privet, and Autumn/Russian Olive.  

     Two of the worst vines in the parks 

are Japanese Honeysuckle and Winter 

Creeper. Both quickly form dense mats 

along the ground and climb up trees to 

continue their dense growth. Sparse 

patches can be pulled by hand, but 

getting the roots is difficult. Herbicide 

treatment is usually necessary for 

control. 

     Broad-leaf weeds include Garlic 

mustard, Canada thistle, Common 

and Cut-leaf teasel and Butterweed. 

Garlic mustard is controlled by pulling 

the second year growth as long as the 

entire root is removed. First year growth 

is most easily handled with herbicide, as 

are thistle, teasel and butterweed. 

     Reed Canary Grass and Phragmites 

are the primary invasive grasses that we 

battle. The density and height they can 

attain makes it necessary to identify and 

treat them with herbicide before they 

mature.  

     While some of the invasive species 

have arrived by accident, others have 

been introduced by escaping cultivation 

or have been used as wildlife cover or 

landscape plantings. Good intentions in 

the past have led to problems now and 

for the future. 

     Revitalizing native habitats through 

reseeding and planting additional native 

species is another vital duty of the Land 

Stewardship Department.  

     Land stewardship is an ongoing job at 

the Park District. Like so many other 

challenges, the problems have been cre-

ated over many years and will take sub-

stantial time and effort 

to correct. Along with 

our great volunteers, 

we will continue to 

improve and protect 

the array of native 

habitats in your parks.  

 

      Mark Mohr & Anne Smedley                           
          Land Steward Department 

   

ALIEN INVADERS  

Anne Smedley, Mark Mohr & Kelly Richards 

Teasel 

     Park District Volunteers were honored 

on Thurs., September 8 at the annual 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.  Special 

recognition was extended to the follow-

ing volunteers who reached òmilestoneó 

years of service.                                                         

5 Year Award -  Michael Ayers, Judy                      

Faccenda, Jenny Hoehn, Ken Hoehn,                       

Carol Howard, Rick Kohli, Pete Noyes, Tina 

Robbins                                                                     

10 Year Award - Joann Bos, John Bos, Robbin 

Clark, Missi Kiracofe, Linda Miller,                     

Mary Wilkins                                                             

15 Year Award - Judy Jacomet, Carol Wright                     

20 Year Award - Joanne Antibus, Bill                

Faccenda                                                          

25 Year Award - Carol Bertrand, Bill Horner, 

Brad Sherrick                                                               

30 Year Award - Charlotte Apfelbeck                 

35 Year Award - Rita Essick                                                         

     If you would like to join this amazing 

team of Volunteers, please contact Chris 

Fetzer,  Volunteer Coordinator at                       

419-221-1232 or                                      

volunteers@jampd.com. No prior experi-

ence is needed, just the desire to make 

a difference in the community and meet 

new and interesting people in a fun envi-

ronment. 

5 Year Award - Jenny Hoehn, Ken 

Hoehn, Judy Faccenda                           

Backrow - Pete Noyes 

VOLUNTEERS  HONORED 

AT ANNUAL DINNER! 
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INDIVIDUAL 

Vivian Adams 

Greg Bates 

F.B. & Ruth Baughman 

Clair Binkley 

Ruth Burnfield 

Lou Ann Elliott 

Patricia Hill 

Monetta Lloyd 

Kathryn Lusk 

Clara McElwain 

Sharon Moening 

Betty Osting 

Mary Lou Paisley 

Sharon Poznanski 

Delores Redman 

Susan Renshaw 

Gloria Sherer 

Mary Stanford 

Shirley Strayer 

Larry C. Tracy 

Robert Whitlatch 

Hope Wilkes 

Chuck Wolfe 

 

FAMILY 

Don & Martha Jo  
     Backstrom 
Bev & Dave Beery 
Dan & Nancy Bradford 
The Butler Family 
Ron & Joyce Camper                                                            
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Clemens 
E.Eugene Cornwell 
Chuck & Patty Dunahay  
Barbara East 
Earl & Joanne Fair                                                                                
Thomas & Donna    
     Greenland 
Howard & Nola Heilman 
Kevin Hooley 
Ronnie & Brenda Hughes  
Richard & Janet Hussey 
L. June Koenig 
Gene & Jean McCluer 
Donna Michael 
Jeff & Kathy Reinhart 
Marjorie Rummel 
Beverly Shade 
Helen Stambor 
Jim Shirley Steed 
Virginia Swanger 
Greg & Jackie Taylor 
Max & Marilyn Trachsel 
Dr. & Mrs. Duc Duy Tran 
Charlotte Williams 
Mike & Debbie Williams 

 
CONTRIBUTING 

Doug & Linda Adams 
Jeneen Aschemeier 
Bill & Pam Askins 
Gerald Baumgarte 

Gary & Cathy Bayliss 
Norman & Helen Beeler 
Steve & Avis Birkmeier 
Dean & Ruth Ann     
     Bowman 
Duane & Jean Boyd 
Gary & Kay Broughman 
Jency & Karen Brown 
Denny Bucholtz 
Shirley Bugenstein 
Pat Hartford Bunn 
Dave & Pam Conine 
Joseph C. Dapore 
Dale & Carolyn Detrick 
Gino Dimattia 
Don & Geneva Ditto 
Ken & Sondra Dreitzler 
Dean & Pam Edwards 
William & Judy Faccenda 
Margaret Fischer 
Jim & Barbara Fisher 
Connie & Dean French 
Doug & Suzanne Graham 
Ruth Grone 
Joan Hageman 
Janet Harshman 
Kevin & Terri Haver 
Joe L. Irvin 
Judy Jacomet 
John & Sandy Kivimaki 
Walter & Phyllis Koch 
Lonnie & Linda Lehman 
Steve & Mary Lindsay 
Dave & Lynda Makley 
Bill & Mary Massa 
Ron & Marilyn Meyer 
Pat & Steve Miller 
Kathy Miller 
Laura Rado Mitchell 
Patricia Morris 
Tom & Sally Murphy 
Sharon Myers 
Beverly Nandi 
Valaire Orchard 
Hank & Ginny Otto 
Kelli Phillips 
Donald & Joyce Phillips 
Gary Phipps 
Harold Plaugher  
Linda Reif 
Norma & Dick Riggs 
Ron & Joyce Roeder 
Sharon Roeder 
Yvonne Shook 
Bob & Marlene Shrider 
Dr. & Mrs. Jack                
     Spratt Jr. 
Mary Townsend 
Penny Walters 
Wes & Penny Wheeler 
Dacy Wilcox 
Joe & Judy Wilson 
Timothy Wolff 
John & Nancy Young 

 
 

SUPPORTING 
Teresa Adams 
David Adams 
Dale & Nancy Alkire 
Dale & Elaine Alstatetter 
Robert & Joanne Antibus 
Paul & Kay Assenheimer 
Jerry & Helen Bibler 
Jennie Biggs 
Brandon & Jenny Blaine 
John & Joann Bos 
Betty Bushong 
Sally & Steve CaJacob 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard  
     Capone  
William & Nancie   
     Cochensparger 
Susie Cornell 
Ruth Detrick 
Alan &  Mary Ann Draves 
Dorothy Freeland 
Jane Hankins 
Happy Hours Garden Club 
Jason & Eileen Hartles 
Carol & Ed Hearne 
Jean Henze 
Fred & Milena Howald 
Dr. & Mrs. David Imler 
David & Karen Jones 
J. Eric Juterbock 
Don & Wildetta Knepper 
Paul & Ruby Kreher 
Margery LaFollette 
Jerry & Vickie Martin 
Dorothy Merricle 
Alan & Elaine Mikesell 
Mike & Amy Mullen 
Joanne Niswander 
James Patrick 
Cathy Richard 
Lois Risser 
John & Kay Ruoff 
Brett Shingledecker 
Mike & Barb Sprague 
Max & Deb Stover 
Tim & Kathy Stuckey 
The Peter Green Family 
Beverly Thompson 
Paige Townsend 
Mary Unterbrink 
Jill Vogelgesang & family 
Bob & Joann Walker 
Janice Warnecke         
Lois Ann Warren 
Carol Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. David Young 

 
SUSTAINING 

Tom & Cathy Ahman 
Dr. & Mrs. Narendra  
     Bansal 
Bev & Dave Beery 
Bob & Carol Bertrand            
Randy & Sandy Bindel 
Gary & Marilyn Bishop 
Radek & Marcy Bolek 

Richard & Lois Boroff 
Kevin & Cindy Bruin 
Phyllis Conley 
David Cargill & Susan     
     Morris 
Keith & Carol  
     Cunningham 
Sharon Curl 
Thora Davis 
Russ & Anne Decker 
Ruth Detrick 
Steve & Myra  
     Diepenbrock 
Jim & Cindy Eaton 
Joyce L. Evans 
Ann R. Fassett 
Bruce & Teresa Fuhrman 
Greg Gebolys 
Vince Gilbreath 
Robert & Debra Guenther 
Dave & Jo Hartman 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas  
     Heckler 
Virginia Heidt 
Jim & Jan Heinrich 
John & Karen Heltman 
Susan Hubbell 
Marty & Dave Hutchison 
Jim & Eileen Jones 
Iyad & Carol Khalaf 
Neal Kingsbery 
Ruth Kirchner 
Becky Kirchner 
Herb & Karlyn Lauer 
Gloria Leech 
David Mack 
Praveen & Varsha  
     Malhotra  
Tom & Sonnie McColloch 
Ron & Kay McNutt 
Peter Noyes 
Robert Obermeyer 
Robert OõConnor 
Rebecca Perrine 
Cheryl Reynolds 
Thomas Sarno 
James & Carol Schenk 
Joan Schoeniger 
Peg & Steve Sterne 
Phillip & Mary Ann  
     Valentine 
Rob & Shari Waltz 
Larry & Marcia Rossfeld  
     Webb 
Margery Webb 
Bruce & Karla Wells 
Eric & Cathy Wiechart 
Charles & Mamie Yeagle 
Cornelia Woodworth 
      

PATRON 
Charlotte & Otto  
     Apfelbeck  
Dan & Robbin Clark 
Jim & Sandy Downhower 
Duff Family Foundation 

Richard & Judy Evans 
Beverly Hawk 
Jeffrey & Janet Hawk 
John & Diane Hoffman 
Jerry & Barbara Johnson 
Alberta Lee 
Elizabeth Long 
A.D. & Martha            
     MacDonell, Jr.  
Sally & John MacDonell 
Nancy Rudolph 
Charles Siferd 
David Steiner 

 
 

BUSINESS FRIENDS OF 
THE PARKS  

 
 CONTRIBUTOR 

Allen Tire Service 
Bowmanõs Fine Cabinetry 
Crouse Lumber Do-It- 
     Center 
The Delphos Herald, Inc 
Prestige Tax & Business  
     Services 
Rieck Services 
Wagner Overhead Door 
 

SUPPORTER 
Allied Environmental  
     Services Inc. 
Beery Insurance Services 
Elida Machine & Tool 
Frost Roofing 
International Brotherhood  
     of Electrical Workers  
     Local 
Kohli & Kaliher Assoc, Inc 
Lima-Allen County  
     Convention & Visitors  
     Bureau 
Lima Tank Wash Inc. 
Sidney Electric 
Dr. Jon & Brenda Stocker 
Tri-Moraine Audubon  
     Society 
Vein Care Center   
Vons Diamonds & Jewelry  

 
LEADER 

CorpComm Group             
J & D Snyder Excavating 
K & L Ready Mix 
 

PATRON 
Alloway Testing                   
INEOS Lima Chemicals 
Tom Ahl Chrysler Dodge 
Webb Insurance Agency 

 
PACESETTER 

Duff Family Foundation 
Mercy Health - St. Ritaõs 
Rudolph Foods Co Inc. 
 

2016 FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 
These 2016 Friends of the Park memberships made additional programs, supplies, equipment, and 

exhibits possible for the people of Allen County.  Thank you!  
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 ***To register for programs, please call                     

419-221-1232 unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AT                                              

THE ALLEN COUNTY MUSEUM                                                                                                   
Wed., Nov. 30 & Thurs., Dec. 1 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,               

Fri., Dec. 2 - 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat., Dec. 3 - 10 a.m. to          

5 p.m. & Sun., Dec. 4 - 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.                                             

Allen County Museum Cabin 

Join us for the 44th annual Christmas Tree Festival, a (free) 

holiday tradition in Lima.  Enjoy the entertainment and Christ-

mas trees decorated by area organizations.  On your way to 

visit the MacDonell House, stop by the log home to experi-

ence an 1800õs-style Christmas.  Help decorate an authentic 

pioneer Christmas tree.  Park District staff or volunteers will 

be there to answer your questions. 

 

 NATURE PALS: WINTER BIRDS                                         

Thurs., Dec. 8 - 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. - MEEC 

Children ages 3-5 and their adult compan-

ion are welcome to join us as we learn about the birds that 

live near the Park District office during the winter.  Weather 

permitting, we will take an outdoor hike to look for these awe-

some flying animals.  Please dress appropriately.  Register by 

December 6. 

 

 

 

 

NEW YEAR ON THE RIGHT FOOT                                                      

Sat., Jan. 7 - 10 a.m. - KW 

Unwind, recharge, or maybe get a head start on your resolu-

tions as you begin the year on the right foot.  Join a naturalist 

for a brisk hike in the peace and quiet of Allen Countyõs larg-

est woodland area, Kendrick Woods.  Hot chocolate and tea 

will be provided.  Please register by January 5. 

 

LIMA AREA WOODCARVERS 

Mon., Jan. 9 - 7 p.m. - MEEC 

Following a brief meeting, Ron Shook and Norm Rex will 

demonstrate .  Beginner and experienced woodcarvers are 

welcome.  For more information contact Dave Betts at 410-

204-1571. 

 

 

 

 

 

 SHAWNEE STORIES: THE HISTORY OF SHAWNEE           

INDIANS IN ALLEN COUNTY 

Tues., Jan. 10 - 7 p.m. - MEEC 

Join local history buff and Park District volunteer, Jim Fletch-

er, for an evening of stories and history as he shares infor-

mation about the Shawnee Indian tribes living in this area in 

the late 1830õs.  Please register by Jan. 6. 

 

NATURE PALS: SENSATIONAL SNOWFLAKES                                                 

Thurs., Jan. 12 - 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. - MEEC 

Join us to explore the wonderful world of snow-

flakes.  Children ages 3-5 and their adult com-

panion are welcome to join us for activities fo-

cusing on snow and snowflakes.  Dress appro-

priately for a hike in the woods that will, hope-

fully, include a walk through the snow.  Register 

by Jan. 10. 

 

LIZARDS, TURTLES AND SNAKES, OH MY!                                 

Sun., Jan. 15. - 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - MEEC 

What is a reptile?  What different kinds live 

in our area? And what happens to our cold 

blooded, reptilian friends in the cold winter 

months?  Join a naturalist to answer these 

questions and more while you discover the Park Districtõs 

reptiles : snakes, turtles, and lizards!  Come anytime between 

3-5 pm  for a guided tour and some hands on experience with 

our reptile friends. 

 

AMERICAN TRADITIONAL SKILLS:                                                   

RAW EDGE APPLIQUE 

Sat., Jan. 21, Feb. 4 & Feb. 11 - 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. - 

MEEC 

Join Carolyn Corey as she shows the technique for a raw edge 

applique.  You can make a wall hanging up to a king size 

quilt.  Call 419-221-1232 to register by Jan. 18 and for your 

supply list.  Class fee is $30. 

 

NEW MOON NIGHT HIKE                                                       

Fri., Jan. 27 - 7 p.m. - HWMP 

Join a naturalist for a stroll through the woods in 

the darkness of the new moon.  You will be surprised how 

your body reacts to the dark and how well your senses adjust 

to life without much light.  End the evening with a campfire 

and sõmores!  Dress for the weather and leave the flashlights 

and all light up objects at home.  Register by Jan.25. 
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LIMA AREA WOODCARVERS                                                    

Mon. Feb. 6- 7 p.m. - MEEC 

Join Cindy Croy for a fun evening of wood burning.  Be-

ginner and experienced woodcarvers are welcome.  For 

information call Dave Betts at 419-204-1571. 

 

JUST FOR KIDS: WINTER EXPLORATION                                                             

Sun., Feb. 5 - 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. - OMP 

Kids ages 5-12 are invited to have some outdoor winter fun 

as we explore Ottawa Metro Park.  We will learn to recognize 

animal tracks and will look for other signs of wildlife.  Dress 

warmly to be outdoors.  Meet at the Amphitheater.  Register 

by Feb. 2. 

 

NATURE PALS: ANIMAL TRACKS                                                     

Thurs., Feb. 9 - 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.ð MEEC 

Children ages 3-5 and their adult companion are invited to 

join us as we search for animal tracks in the forest.  Dress 

appropriately for a hike in the woods.  Stories, songs and 

crafts will all be part of the fun.  Register by Feb. 7. 

 

GREAT BACKYARD 

BIRD COUNT                                                                                                                               

Sat. , Feb. 18 -                

10 a.m. - MEEC 

Join over 160,000 citizen scientists worldwide as we partici-

pate in the Great Backyard Bird Count.  Join a naturalist for a 

short bird ID presentation and then relax as we observe birds 

at the feeders from the comfort of the indoors.  Coffee and 

tea will be provided. 

 

SEARCHING FOR SIGNS OF SPRING                                  

Sat., Feb. 25 - 10 a.m. - KW 

Come discover some of the first signs of spring 

and walk off that cabin fever as we hike to see the earliest 

blooming wildflower, skunk cabbage.  This òwarm-bloodedó 

plant may not smell great, but it offers some hope that winter 

may finally be loosening its grip!  Register by Feb. 23. 

PARKS LEGEND 

ACF  Allen County Farm Park 

AR  Agerter Road River Access 

DC  Deep Cut  

FA  Fort Amanda Park 

HP  Heritage Park 

HWMP Hermon Woodlands Metro Park 

KW  Kendrick Woods 

LBS Lippincott Bird Sanctuary 

MEEC McElroy Environmental  

 Education Center 

MTB McLean Teddy Bear Park 

OMP Ottawa Metro Park 

FFFEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY    
OHIO CERTIFIED VOLUNTEER                

NATURALIST PROGRAM 

     This winter and spring, the Johnny 

Appleseed Metro Park  District in coop-

eration with the Allen County Ohio 

State University Extension and the Tri-

Moraine Audubon Society will be offer-

ing an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist training program. 

     An Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) is an individ-

ual with a passion for the natural world.  Members of the 

OCVN program share their knowledge, talents, and skills as 

they help with community education and land stewardship 

through volunteer service. 

     The OCVN program focuses on three components:  

1. Training                                                                                           

2. Volunteer Service                                                                            

3. Advanced Education.   

     To be certified, volunteers must attend 40 hours of a com-

bination of classroom and field instruction and must provide 

20 hours of volunteer service within the first year.  In order to 

continue the certification, members must complete 20 volun-

teer hours and 8 hours of advanced education each subse-

quent year. 

     The Allen County OCVN course will meet Thursday eve-

nings from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at the Johnny Appleseed 

Metropolitan Park Districtõs McElroy Environmental Education 

Center starting on January 26.  The ten week course will also 

include two Saturday field experiences.  The course is sched-

uled for the following dates: 

Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.   

January 26  

February 2, 9, 16, 23,  

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

April 6 (make-up class) 

Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

March 18 & April 1 

Topics include:  Ecological Concepts, Ohio Plants & Forests, 

Soil, Weather, Watersheds & Aquatic Biology, Reptiles &        

Amphibians, Insects & Spiders, Birds, Mammals, Invasive 

Species & Land Stewardship, Nature Interpretation 

     For more information or to receive an application, please 

contact Chris Fetzer, Volunteer Coordinator at the Park Dis-

trict office 419-221-1232 or volunteers@jampd.com.  Each 

applicant must complete a registration form, pay $150 class 

fee and have a formal background check done.  


